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© Fastening assembly for vehicle seat upholstery. 



© An assembly (1) for fastening upholstery (2) to 
the. padding (3) of a vehicle seat which assembly 
comprises a bar (4) sunk inside the padding (3). and 
a flexible plastic section (6) stitched to the uphol- 
stery (2) and secured to the bar (4) by means of a 
number of metal fasteners (12). 



< 

00 



00 
CM 



Q. 
lli 




C 4 « 



Xerox Copy Centre 



1 0 280148 2 

FASTENING ASSEMBLY FOR VEHICLE SEAT UPHOLSTERY 



The present invention relates to a vehicle seat 
upholstering assembly, in particular, for fastening 
upholstery to the seat padding. 

The standard practice for securing upholstery 
to the padding on vehicle seats is by means of 
assemblies consisting of pairs of bars or rods, of 
which one is sunk inside the padding and the other 
housed inside a tubular fabric sheath integral with 
(e.g. stitched to) the upholstery; which bars or rods 
are connected together by means of a number of 
metal fasteners. The said rods are usually of steel 
and~straighrin~sha^t^ 
said sheath. 

The portions whereby the upholstery is se- 
cured to the padding, which are usually in the form 
of visible stitching defining and separating loosely 
padded portions of the upholstery, form the pattern 
characterising the design of the seat. 

Using known fastening assemblies, the said 
portions cannot be other than straight in order to 
match the underlying rods, which fact poses se- 
rious limitations in terms of seat pattern design. 

The aim of the present invention is to provide a 
fastening assembly for securing upholstery to the 
padding of a vehicle seat and designed to over- 
come the aforementioned drawback typical of 
known fastening assemblies of the aforementioned 
type. 

With this aim in view, according to the present 
invention, there is provided a fastening assembly 
for securing upholstery to the padding of a vehicle 
seat, which assembly comprises a first element 
integral with the said padding; a second element 
securable to the said upholstery; and means for 
connecting the said first and second elements; 
characterised by the fact that the said second 
element is a flexible section having a portion de- 
signed for direct fitment to the said upholstery. 

A preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion will be described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which : 

Fig.1 shows a section of a fastening assem- 
bly for securing upholstery to the padding of a 
vehicle seat, in accordance with the teachings of 
the present invention; 

Fig .2 shows a view in perspective of an 
element on the Fig.1 assembly prior to fastening; 

Fig.3 shows a schematic view of a vehicle 
seat featuring the fastening assembly according to 
the present invention. 

Number 1 in Fig.t indicates a fastening assem- 
bly for securing upholstery 2 to the padding 3 of a 
vehicle seat Assembly 1 comprises a round-sec- 
tion bar 4 conveniently formed of steel, which is 
housed inside a recess 5 in padding 3, and por- 



tions of which are sunk inside the said padding 3. 
Bar 4 and respective recess 5 may be curved as 
required. 

Assembly 1 also comprises a flexible section 6 

5 preferably formed of plastic, curved so as to match 
bar 4, and secured, e.g. stitched, to a thinner 
portion 7 of upholstery. 

As shown clearly in Fig.2, section 6 presents 
an initial elongated-straight-section rib 8 having a 

ro number of equally-spaced longitudinal slots 9 
aligned in the vicinity of a longitudinal edge 11_ 
substanti^ly~ih~the"form of a <^lin^ri^~projection~ 
and which provides for strengthening. 

When upholstering the said seat edge 10 of 

75 section 6, opposite the said edge 11, is bent 
conveniently by applying heat into a tab 10 in- 
tegral with and perpendicular to rib 8 (Fig.1). In 
actual use, the said tab 10 is stitched to upholstery 
2, as shown schematically by stitches 16 in Fig.1. 

20 Section 6 and bar 4 are brought together, so 
that section 6 is also housed inside recess 5, and 
connected together by means of a number of sub- 
stantially C-shaped metal fasteners 12, which en- 
gage a respective slot 9 on section 6, and the 

25 opposite ends 13 of which surround the said edge 
1 1 and bar 4. The grip of fasteners 12 is such as to 
bring together section 6 and bar 4 and so bring 
upholstery 2 into contact with padding 3. 

Fig.3 shows an example of fastening assembly 

30 1 according to the present invention applied to a 
vehicle seat 14. on which the straight and curved 
fastening portions 7 are clearly visible. 

The advantages of fastening assembly 1 ac- 
cording to the present invention will be dear from 

35 the foregoing description. Firstly, flexible section 6 
provides for an infinite variety of patterns, unlike 
known systems which are limited to straight lines. 
Secondly, in addition to being secured using metal 
fasteners, in exactly the same way as traditional 

40 rods, the said section may be stitched directly to 
upholstery 2, thus eliminating not only the rod but 
also the respective fabric sheath. Finally, the said 
section 6 may be employed on any type of seat 
and for upholstery of any type or design, with 

45 obvious advantages in terms of scale economy. 

To those skilled in the art it will be clear that 
changes may be made to assembly 1 as described 
and illustrated herein without, however, departing 
from the scope of the present invention. For exam- 

50 pie, changes may be made to the shape of section 
6, and to the manner in which it is secured to both 
upholstery 3 (e.g. electrowelded) and to bar 4. 
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Claims 



1) - A fastening assembly for securing uphol- 
stery to the padding of a vehicle seat, which as- 
sembly comprises a first element integral with the 5 

• said padding; a second element securabte to the 
said upholstery; and means for connecting the said 
first and second elements; characterised by the 

• fact that the said second element (6) is a flexible 
section having a portion (10) designed for direct w 
fitment to the said upholstery (2)/ 

2) - A fastening assembly as claimed in Claim 

1, characterised by the fact that the said section 
(6) is formed of plastic, and the said portion (10) is 
stitched to the said upholstery (2). is 

3)_^_A_fastening-assembly-as-claimed-in-Glaim 

2. characterised by the fact that the said section 
(6) presents, at least subsequent to fastening the 
said upholstery (2) to the said padding (3), a sub- 
stantially L-shaped section comprising a tab (10) 20 
and a rib (8) perpendicular to and integral with 
each other, the said tab (10) constituting the said 
portion stitched to the said upholstery (2). 

4) - A fastening assembly as claimed in Claim 

3. characterised by the fact that the said rib (8) 2s 
presents a number of openings (9) for securing the 

said section (6) to the said first element 

5) - A fastening assembly as claimed in Claim 

4, characterised by the fact that the said openings 

are equally-spaced longitudinal slots (9). 30 

6) - A fastening assembly as claimed in one of 
the foregoing Claims from 3 to 5. characterised by 
the fact that the said rib (8) on the said section (6) 
presents a longitudinal strengthening projection 

(11) extending from the opposite side to the said 3S 
tab (10). 

7) - A fastening assembly as claimed in any 
one of the foregoing Claims, characterised by the 
fact that the said first element is a bar (4) shaped 

to match the said section (6). housed inside a 40 
respective recess (5) in the said padding (3). and 
portions of which are sunk inside the said padding 
(3). 

8) - A fastening assembly as claimed in one of 

the foregoing Claims, characterised by the fact that 45 
the said connecting means comprise a number of 
metal fasteners (12). 

9) - A fastening assembly as claimed in Claim 
8. characterised by the fact that the said metal 

* fasteners (12) are C-shaped and engage a res pec- so 
tive said opening (9) on the said section (6); op- 
posite ends (13) of the said fasteners (12) sur- 

* rounding the said longitudinal projection (11) on the 
said section (6) and the said bar (4). 
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